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The Chilling Stars: A New Theory of Climate Change
Like other big discoveries, it seemed crazy at first. Who would imagine that ordinary clouds take orders from exploded stars far off in space? Or that our climate obeys swarms of atomic particles that rain down on us from the Milky Way?  

Many experts scoffed when the Danish physicist Henrik Svensmark linked those cosmic rays to clouds and temperatures, but investigations around the world confirm his theory. It reveals how the stars and the Sun have ruled the climate since the world began. Dinosaurs, ape-men and the earliest farmers all felt the effects of the chilling stars. 
Cosmic rays abounded when people shivered and often starved in the Little Ice Age, 300 years ago. By Svensmark’s provocative theory, conditions became better because the Sun grew stronger and repelled many of the cosmic rays. That’s often happened before, and the authors wonder if we’re the first generation ever to be ungrateful for a warm climate.
Henrik Svensmark is Director of the Center for Sun-Climate Research at the Danish National Space Center in Copenhagen. His co-author, Nigel Calder, a former editor of New Scientist, chronicled the initial discovery of the link between cosmic rays and climate in The Manic Sun (1997). 

